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Abstract: This study aims to investigate the implementation of character education at
the Early Childhood Education (PAUD) center Al Manshurin in Kendari City.
Employing a qualitative field research methodology, the research observed
phenomena within the natural school context. Data were collected through
observation, interviews, and documentation involving two key informants: one
Group B teacher and the principal. The collected data were analyzed using a
qualitative approach encompassing data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion
drawing/ verification. The results indicate that the implementation, as carried out by
the Group B teacher from November to December 2023, was effective. Character
education was successfully integrated into daily activities, focusing on cultivating six
core noble traits: discipline, honesty, trustworthiness, independence, patience, and
mutual respect. The practical implication of this research is that it provides a replicable
model for embedding specific character values through consistent routine practices in
early childhood settings. The novelty and contribution of this work lie in its focused,
empirical examination of a localized Indonesian PAUD context, detailing the
operationalization of a distinct set of character values. It contributes to the broader
discourse on character education by demonstrating a practical framework for its
actualization in early childhood education, offering insights for educators and
policymakers aiming to foster moral development from an early age.
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A.Introduction

Early childhood is recognized as a critical and sensitive period that determines a
child’s attitudes, values, and behavioral patterns in later life. During this crucial stage,
children’s potential, tendencies, and sensitivities can be fully actualized when they
receive appropriate stimulation and guidance (Abbasi-Asl et al., 2025, Domingo &
Fernandez Espinosa, 2025; Dykhuis et al., 2024; Hinton et al., 2025; Ozturk, 2025; Perks,
2025). Therefore, this critical and sensitive phase must be supported through proper
stimulation and treatment to produce positive developmental outcomes. Conversely,
if this period is missed or not optimally utilized, external influences may no longer be
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effective in shaping the child’s character and overall personality development.

The primary source of character formation in early childhood originates from the
family environment. The family serves as the smallest social institution in society and
functions as the foundation for the ideologization and internalization of values upheld
within it. It is widely recognized that the family plays the most significant role in
shaping a child’s character (Kan & Lim-Ratnam, 2025; Kropfreiter et al., 2024; Lu, 2024;
Oldham & McLoughlin, 2025a; Pike, 2024; Sajadi, 2025; Salgado et al., 2025; Shaw &
da Silva, 2024; Vanney et al., 2025). Through parenting practices reflected in the ways
parents educate, guide, and interact with their children children grow and develop
based on the experiences they acquire within the family setting.

The values that shape a child’s character are developed through the eight essential
functions of the family, which include the religious function, socio-cultural function,
affection function, protection function, reproductive function, socialization-
educational function, economic function, and environmental function (Bezzina, 2025;
Creed et al., 2025; Green & Karuppannan, 2025; Heinzelmann, 2025; Hornschuch et
al., 2025; Kelly et al., 2025; Kokkonen et al., 2025; Muyskens et al., 2025; Ray, 2025;
Tontini, 2025; Wu & Lim-Ratnam, 2025; Xu et al., 2025). These eight dimensions should
be instilled from an early age, as they serve as the fundamental framework for the
development of moral, social, and emotional competencies in early childhood.

A generation with strong character is undoubtedly an educated and intelligent
generation. However, it is important to note that not all forms of education can lead a
nation toward progress and the development of a strong moral foundation. The ideal
form of education is one that not only fosters intellectual growth but also cultivates
moral and character strength (Bernhardt-Radu, 2025; Howe et al., 2025; Jaeger et al.,
2025; Nursaid et al., 2025; Oldham & McLoughlin, 2025b; Pauwels & Liddicoat, 2025;
Tekin & Ilhan, 2025; K. Yang & Zhuang, 2025; Zollinger & Attewell, 2025). To ensure
that character education is effectively conveyed to all learners, the internalization of
character values must be implemented across all levels of education — starting from
Early Childhood Education to Higher Education.

The cultivation of character education that leads children and young generations
toward success must begin early in life, starting within the family environment, as the
family serves as the first and most fundamental school for every child. Character
education should then be continued within formal educational institutions, where all
children have the opportunity to receive education fairly and equally (Husain &
Semwal, 2025; Kirchgasler, 2025; Liu & Wang, 2025; Nopas & Ueangchokchai, 2025;
Ospina et al., 2025; Park & Lee, 2025; Sindhu & Mayanglambam, 2025; Singh et al.,
2025; Trohler, 2025; B. Yang & Zhu, 2025). However, the process of instilling moral
values and good character does not end within the school environment. The success
of character education greatly depends on the quality of the surrounding environment
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and the supporting social context in which children grow. Therefore, a conducive and
supportive environment for character formation must be collectively created by all
parties including individuals, families, educational institutions, the government, and
the wider community.

Character education is essential as it contributes significantly to the achievement of
national educational goals. The aims and functions of character education in early
childhood are particularly important, as they establish the moral foundation and
positive behavioral development from an early age. PAUD Al Manshurin, established
in January 2025 and located on Chairil Anwar Street, Al Manshurin Alley No. 2, Wua-
wua Subdistrict, Kendari City, is one of the early childhood education institutions
following PAUD Ummusshabri that places a strong emphasis on character-based
learning. The reinforcement of character education at this institution is rooted in the
teachings of the Qur’an and the Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him), serving as a reflection of students” noble character (akhlaq al-karimah) in their
daily behavior and learning experiences.

Based on the observation conducted in August 2023, the author was deeply impressed
by the implementation of character education instilled by the teachers. Although
PAUD Al Manshurin is still relatively new, the strengthening of character education
has already been clearly and effectively demonstrated. This success can be attributed
to the institution’s commitment to making character education its flagship program,
guided by the implementation of six noble values (tobiyat luhur) as the foundation for
character formation at PAUD Al Manshurin. Based on the results of these
observations, the author was highly motivated to conduct a study entitled “The
Implementation of Character Education at PAUD Al Manshurin, Kendari City”.

B. Methods

The type of research employed in this study is qualitative field research, which
involves observing phenomena within their natural context. This approach allows the
researcher to gain a direct and in-depth understanding of the issues encountered in
the field. The subjects of this study consist of one Group B teacher and the principal
of PAUD Al-Manshurin Kendari, while the objects of the research are the Group B
students at PAUD Al-Manshurin Kendari.

This study employs several data collection techniques to obtain comprehensive
information, including: (1) Interviews: The interview is a dialogue between the
researcher and the informants aimed at eliciting relevant information. The researcher
prepared a set of written questions as a research instrument to guide the interview
process. (2) Observation: The type of observation used in this study is non-participant
observation, in which the researcher acts solely as an observer who does not engage
directly in the activities of the subjects being studied but rather observes and records
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occurrences within the natural setting.

The data analysis technique was carried out after all data had been collected. The
purpose of data analysis is to organize, reduce, and present the data systematically.
Since the data obtained from the field were extensive, data reduction was necessary.
This process involved summarizing, selecting essential information, and focusing on
the most relevant aspects. After the data were reduced, they were presented in various
forms, such as narrative texts, charts, or relationships among categories. The final
stage of data analysis was verification, during which the researcher drew conclusions
based on the patterns and insights that emerged from the analyzed data.

C. Results and Discussion

Based on the results of interviews and observations conducted with the Group B
teacher and the principal of PAUD Al Manshurin, Kendari City, the implementation
of character education at this institution is focused on six (6) noble traits (tabiat luhur),
which are described as follows:

1) Discipline

Most of the children have already developed the habit of arriving on time,
following the rules during play and learning activities, and completing tasks
according to the teacher’s instructions. The children have also begun to
understand simple concepts of responsibility, such as tidying up toys after use
and lining up in an orderly manner. This indicates that the teachers have
successfully instilled the values of discipline through consistent habit formation
and exemplary behavior.

However, the observations also revealed that some children still exhibited a lack
of discipline, such as difficulty sitting still during group activities or inability to
wait patiently for their turn. The teachers addressed these behaviors through
positive approaches, including verbal reinforcement, praise, and gentle yet firm
repetition of rules to encourage gradual behavioral improvement.

In general, the findings of this study indicate that the implementation of
habituation and exemplary strategies at PAUD Al Manshurin Kendari has had a
positive impact on children’s disciplinary development. The development of
discipline among the children has progressively improved through structured
daily routines, warm teacher-child interactions, and a supportive learning
environment that fosters the cultivation of disciplined character from an early age.
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2)

Honest

The honesty indicator includes children’s behaviors such as admitting mistakes,
refraining from lying, returning belongings that do not belong to them, and
communicating truthfully. Based on the results of observations, interviews with
teachers, and documentation of teaching and learning activities, it was found that
the level of honesty among children at PAUD Al Manshurin was categorized as
good.

Most children demonstrated honest behavior in their daily school activities. For
example, they admitted their mistakes, such as spilling water or dropping toys,
and voluntarily informed the teacher without being prompted. In addition, the
children were observed returning toys that belonged to their peers or reporting
when they found items that were not theirs. These behaviors indicate that the
habituation of honesty values has begun to take root in the children through
consistent routines and the concrete examples modeled by their teachers.

Teachers at PAUD Al Manshurin consistently instill the value of honesty through
moral stories, role-playing activities, and simple reflective discussions, such as
asking children to share their experiences of being truthful. This approach helps
children understand the meaning of honesty in a concrete and relatable way
within their daily lives. However, in some cases, it was found that a few children
still tended to hide minor mistakes or hesitated to admit their actions out of fear
of being scolded. The teachers addressed this issue through positive guidance,
such as calming the child, explaining that telling the truth is better than lying, and
providing reinforcement in the form of praise when the child demonstrated the
courage to be honest.

Overall, the findings of this study indicate that the value of honesty among
children at PAUD Al Manshurin Kota Kendari has developed well through
consistent habituation, teacher role modeling, and a supportive learning
environment. Engaging and experience-based learning activities also play a
significant role in shaping honest behavior from an early age, fostering moral
awareness and integrity as part of the children’s character development.

Trust

The indicator of trustworthiness in this context includes behaviors such as
keeping promises, fulfilling assigned tasks, taking care of both personal and
others’ belongings, and maintaining reliability in simple commitments. Based on
observations and interviews with teachers, it was found that the level of
trustworthiness among children at PAUD Al Manshurin is categorized as good
and has developed in line with the expected outcomes.
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Most children have demonstrated a sense of responsibility for the tasks assigned
by the teacher, such as tidying up toys, returning books to their proper places, or
completing activities according to instructions. They have also begun to
understand the concept of trust, for instance, when asked by the teacher to
distribute stationery to their peers, they do so carefully and without taking more
than they need. This indicates that the children have started to learn how to
uphold trust and fulfill responsibilities within simple, age-appropriate contexts.

Teachers at PAUD Al Manshurin instill the value of trustworthiness through
consistent habituation and role modeling. For example, teachers always keep their
promises to the children, such as giving small rewards when tasks are completed
on time. This exemplary behavior encourages children to imitate and internalize
similar actions. In addition, activities such as “daily class duties” (for instance,
serving as table cleaners or line organizers) also play an important role in fostering
a sense of responsibility and trustworthiness among the children.

Nevertheless, the findings also revealed that some children still require guidance
in maintaining trustworthiness, particularly in completing tasks without direct
supervision or returning borrowed items. Teachers address this by providing
positive reinforcement, offering gentle reminders, and re-explaining the
importance of upholding trust and responsibility in daily activities.

Overall, the findings indicate that the value of trustworthiness among children at
PAUD Al Manshurin Kota Kendari has developed well through the
implementation of role-model-based learning, the habituation of responsibility,
and a supportive learning environment that reinforces character building. The
cultivation of trustworthiness serves as a crucial foundation for the moral and
social development of children from an early age.

Independent

The independence indicator in this study encompasses children’s ability to
perform daily activities without assistance, such as putting on their shoes, eating
independently, tidying up toys, and completing simple learning tasks.
Observations revealed that most children have become accustomed to carrying
out various activities independently at school. They appear confident when
assigned tasks and strive to complete them without relying on the teacher’s help.
This indicates that the consistent habituation practices implemented by teachers
have made a positive contribution to the development of children’s independence.

Teachers at PAUD Al Manshurin implement various strategies to foster

independence, including habituation approaches, assigning small responsibilities,
and providing opportunities for children to try tasks on their own. For example,
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before lessons begin, children are asked to prepare their own learning materials,
or after playtime, they are encouraged to tidy up their toys without assistance.
However, some children still exhibit dependency in certain areas, such as asking
for help when dressing or completing more challenging tasks. Teachers address
this through gradual guidance and positive encouragement, helping children
build confidence and take pride in their own efforts. Overall, the findings of this
study show that the learning environment at PAUD Al Manshurin supports the
development of children’s independence through structured routines,
motivational reinforcement, and a strong emphasis on nurturing self-reliance
from an early age.

Be patient

The findings at PAUD Al Manshurin Kota Kendari indicate that the development
of patience among early childhood learners is generally good. The patience
indicator in this study includes children’s ability to wait for their turn, manage
their emotions, and remain calm when facing situations that do not align with
their expectations. Based on observations, most children were able to wait
patiently during turn-taking activities and demonstrated self-control when
sharing with peers. Teachers play a vital role in guiding the children by providing
gentle explanations and modeling patient behavior in every classroom interaction.

In addition to role modeling, teachers at PAUD Al Manshurin also cultivate the
value of patience through group play activities and daily routines, such as waiting
in line to wash hands or taking turns during storytelling sessions. Although some
children still show impatience when they desire something, teachers provide
consistent positive reinforcement and guidance to help them manage their
emotions effectively. Overall, the findings indicate that consistent habituation and
a supportive learning environment have significantly contributed to the
development of patience among children at PAUD Al Manshurin Kota Kendari.

Mutual Respect

The findings from PAUD Al Manshurin Kota Kendari indicate that the attitude of
mutual respect among children has developed well. The observed indicators of
respect include behaviors such as showing courtesy toward peers and teachers,
being willing to share, and refraining from mocking or taking others” belongings.
Based on the observations, most children demonstrated positive behaviors, such
as listening attentively when their friends spoke, saying thank you, and asking
permission before borrowing items. Teachers play an active role in fostering
mutual respect through group play activities and illustrated storytelling that
emphasizes values of tolerance and empathy.
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Teachers at PAUD Al Manshurin consistently provide reinforcement and model
respectful behavior in every learning activity. Children are accustomed to
greeting others, waiting for their turn to speak, and appreciating differences in
opinion. Although some children occasionally compete over toys or speak
without waiting for their turn, teachers address these situations using gentle and
dialogical approaches. Overall, the findings indicate that the habituation of
respectful behavior at PAUD Al Manshurin has been effective, as children have
begun to demonstrate positive and harmonious social interactions in their daily
activities.

The implementation of character education is one of the key strategies adopted by
Group B teachers at PAUD Al Manshurin Kota Kendari, aimed at fostering children’s
character development based on religious values so that they can live in accordance
with the teachings of their faith (Crongvist, 2025; Garces-Bacsal et al., 2025; Gigliotti
etal., 2025; Knight & Leggatt, 2025; Kotaman & Balci, 2025; Lehmann et al., 2025; Miwa
et al., 2025; Turley et al., 2025; Xiao et al., 2025; Ye et al., 2025). Through a systematic
and continuous approach to character education, children are expected to develop
emotional intelligence, which serves as an essential foundation for facing future
challenges. Emotional intelligence equips children with the ability to navigate various
life situations successfully, including achieving academic success.

The foundation of character education should begin in early childhood, often referred
to by psychologists as the Golden Age, as this period is crucial in determining a child’s
ability to develop their full potential. Research shows that approximately 50% of adult
intelligence variability is established by the age of four, with an additional 30%
developing by the age of eight, and the remaining 20% occurring during the mid to
late teenage years. The family environment during this period serves as the primary
context for character growth. Moreover, early childhood is the most effective stage for
shaping character, as children at this age readily absorb behaviors from their
surroundings. During this phase, mental development occurs rapidly; therefore, a
positive and supportive environment plays a vital role in fostering strong and positive
character formation.

D.Conclusions

Based on the findings of this study, it can be concluded that the implementation of
character education at PAUD Al Manshurin Kota Kendari is both systematic and
deeply integrated into the school’s daily fabric. The program successfully cultivates
six core noble traits discipline, honesty, trustworthiness, independence, patience, and
mutual respect which are consistently manifested in the children’s routines. Key
evidence includes observed behaviors such as polite greetings, the admission of
mistakes, the fulfillment of promises, self-directed learning and religious practice,
resilient perseverance, and demonstrated respect for both peers and adults. Crucially,
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these traits are not taught in isolation but are woven seamlessly through structured
activities, habitual practices, and teacher modeling, creating a holistic moral
ecosystem. The primary implication of this success is that character formation in early
childhood is most effective when values are embedded in consistent, everyday
interactions and institutional rituals, rather than through abstract or episodic lessons.
This model demonstrates that a supportive and intentional school environment,
where expectations are clear and consistently reinforced, is essential for internalizing
virtues. For educators and policymakers, it underscores the need to move beyond
curricular add-ons and instead design pedagogical and social environments that
inherently nurture character. For future research, it is recommended to conduct
longitudinal studies tracking these children to assess the long-term durability of these
traits into primary school and beyond. Comparative studies with other PAUD
institutions employing different pedagogical approaches would help identify the
most critical active ingredients for success. Additionally, research focusing on the
specific training and mindsets of the educators themselves would be valuable, as their
role as moral models appears paramount. Finally, investigating parental perceptions
and home practices could provide a more complete picture of the ecosystem
supporting character development, offering insights for building stronger school-
family partnerships in moral education.
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